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This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. IT] Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 

Although claims 23-28 are directed to a method of treatment of the 
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged 
effects of the compound/composition. 

2. PH Claims Nos.: 23-28, 33 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 
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because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
Inventions 1n this international application, as follows: 

Invention 1: claims 1-33 (partially) 

Methods for determining propensity toward developing a 
cardiovascular disease, development of therapeutic agents, 
modulators of ABCA1 expression or plasma lipid levels, 
comprising determining 1n an ABCA1 gene the presence of a 
polymorphism, specifically the G191C SNP 



Inventions 2-12: Claims 1-33 (partially) 

Methods for determining propensity toward developing a 
cardiovascular disease, development of therapeutic agents, 
modulators of ABCA1 expression or plasma lipid levels, 
comprising determining 1n an ABCA1 gene the presence of a 
polymorphism, specifically the SNPs 2-12 shown 1n table 1 of 
the application. 
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Claims Nos.: 23-28, 33 



Present claims 23-28 relate to a method defined by reference to a 
desirable characteristic or property, namely using an effective amount of 
a compound first Identified as an ABCA1 modulator. 

The claims cover all methods having this characteristic or property, 
whereas the application provides no support within the meaning of Article 
6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for such 
methods. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the 
application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole 
of the claimed scope 1s Impossible. Independent of the above reasoning, 
the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An attempt 1s made to 
define the method by reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this 
lack of clarity 1n the present case 1s such as to render a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope Impossible. 

Furthermore, present claim 33 relates to a method defined (Inter alia) by 
reference to the following parameter(s): A method for producing a product 
comprising Identifying an agent according to the process of claim 11 or 
19 wherein said product 1s the data collected with respect to said agent 
as a result of said process and wherein said data 1s sufficient to convey 
the chemical structure and/or properties of said agent. It is Impossible 
to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to employ with what 1s 
set out In the prior art. The lack of clarity 1s such as to render a 
meaningful complete search Impossible. 

The applicant's attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions 1n respect of which no International 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
International preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
1s advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This 1s 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

tnatlon on patent family member* 


Intern | Application No 

PCT/CA 02/00761 


Patent document 
cited In search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 



WO 0055318 



21-09-2000 



AU 3832700 A 

CA 2367955 Al 

DE 1100895 Tl 

EP 1100895 A2 

W0 0055318 A2 
JP 2003513611 T 

AU 1291901 A 

CA 2382562 Al 

EP 1239848 A2 

W0 0115676 A2 



04-10-2000 
21-09-2000 
06-09-2001 
23-05-2001 
21-09-2000 
15-04-2003 
26-03-2001 
08-03-2001 
18-09-2002 
08-03-2001 



WO 0115676 


A 


08-03-2001 


AU 


1291901 A 


26-03-2001 








AU 


3832700 A 


04-10-2000 








CA 


2367955 Al 


21-09-2000 








CA 


2382562 Al 


08-03-2001 








DE 


1100895 Tl 


06-09-2001 








EP 


1100895 A2 


23-05-2001 








EP 


1239848 A2 


18-09-2002 








WO 


0055318 A2 


21-09-2000 








W0 


0115676 A2 


08-03-2001 








JP 


2003513611 T 


15-04-2003 


WO 0236770 


A 


10-05-2002 


FR 


2815970 Al 


03-05-2002 








AU 


1063602 A 


15-05-2002 








WO 


0236770 A2 


10-05-2002 








US 


2003056234 Al 


20-03-2003 



Form PCT7ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 1993) 



